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NM I Defign in Printing he plain Sermon, 3s mo. 
more than this; That the Doftrine of it, which * 

you only heard Preach'd, ( and perhaps not all of „ 
neither ) may lye conſtantly before you, aud ſo ſtir.” a 
you up to a liberal Contribution N the very 
good Undertaking nom on foot amo * 

And that it may td this. 7X0 'd Efed (upon x 
your mature Deliberation about this Matter, which Te 
I earneſtly beſeech you all to make without the leah . uk 
prejudice _ the Prayer * 2 
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HEB. XIIL-16. 
But to do good, and to communicate forget not, for 
with ſuch Sacriſtes God is well pleaſed. 2 


* \Efore I begia to treat on theſe Words, I muſt atquaint you with 
3 B the Reaſon of my chooting om for my preſent Subject of Diſ- 
& courſe. Now we have a very goad Deſign on foot amongſt us, my 
\ Brethren ! to ſet up a Chartty-Schood in this Town to teach poor Children 
to read, and inſtruct em in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion; which 
good Work had, it ſeems, a Beginning here, ſome time ago, but was un- 
' happily dropt: I hope therefore by your Charitable Communicating, 
tthereuntq, to ſee this Matter again reviv'd;- that ſo God may be wel 
' pleaſed with us, and profper us, on account of ſuch acceptable Sacrifices, as 
Charities of this Nature moſt certaialy are; and I hall endeavour, in my 
following Diſcourſe, to prove em to be fo; And I hope thereby effe- 
Auaally to ſtir you up to promote this our Pious Undertaking, which will 

— infallibly entitle us to God's Favour and Bleſſing, as all they, with whom 


Hie well pleas'd, ſurely are, And that God 4 well pleas d with Men's 


Charitable Uadertakings, of what kind ſoever, we have here the Apaltle's 
1 Word for it. 


T7 40 Good, and to Communicate forget mt, for with ſuch Sacriſices God 
«4 well pleas d. 


„ I. Ia which Words we have an Important Duty enjoined, which is to 
ich ao Good and ts Communicate. And then f 5 


Il. An Encouragement for the doing it propos d, from this Confideras 
„ tion, that with ſuch kind of Sacrifices God is will pleas'd, 
I. Firſt of the Duty. And i doing Good, no doubt, is here meant Ads 
of Charity: theſe being in Scripture more particularly ſtil'd ſo, as being 
* iatrinſically good in themſelves, and ſo naturally more valdable; for which 
Recaſon therefore they are mgre delightful to God, than other Religious 
Acts of Worſhip, or Verruols Kxplora, And to this ſence the following 
Term Commmweicate, limits the forcgoing Words, 1b do Gdod, and ts Com- 
municate; as mach as to ſay, es deo good by Communicating, or Imparting 
= ſomewhat of aur Subflance, and help to them that want em, which we 
are here exhorted to be mindful of, as a great Duty; the diſcharge of 
| which particulerly plgfis Me. 

= Let us therefore not forget Works of Charity, ſo as to think em a Bu- 
ſineſs not belonging to us, and requiring none of our Care z bur raſter 
let us remember, that tis the proper Work of a Chriſtian to beneſit others: 
and he is never ſo righ'ly imploy d, as when He is imitating the great 
x Author of his Faith, Chriſt Jeſus, going. «bout abing Good. s | 

ne” And as the Remembrance of this Duty of Charity requires our Exerciſe 
of it on all Occaſions, ſo docs it oblige us ro imploy our Thoughts and 
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(4) 
+ Conſiderations often about it: our Heads as well as Hands ought to be con- 
cern'd in our Charity, as they uſually are in matters of great Importance, 
When the Apoſtle therefore warns us not to forget 10 do good, &c, He 

may be reckon'd to adviſe us to conſider and contrive how, and which ways 
to beſtow our Charity, ſo as our poor Neighbour may reap the greateſt 
Benefit from it, as well as not to negle& to beſtow it: to Communicate 
ſo, as that it may be certainly a doing Gaod. 

For by a fooliſh beftowing our Charity at Random, many times we 
do more harm than Good, thereby ſupporting Idleneſs and Vice; whereas 
by a due Prudence and Care ia this Aﬀair, we become the more Benefi- 
cial to our Neighbour, and much highten and improve all our Charitable 
Deeds, ſo as to make em moſt fruitful of Good. 

A Penny thus wiſely beſtow'd, is better than a Pound other ways; and 
conſequently the more careful we are in this matter, the more we pleaſe 
God thereby, as I ſhall ſhew we do in the Charity now propos d, of con- 
triburing to a School for the Pious Iaſtruction of poor Children; wherc- 
by thoſe poor Souls, who would otherwiſe, through the Poverty of their 
Parents, have run up and down like wild Aſſes Colts as they were born, 
(according to an Expreſſion in the Book of Fob 11. 12.) in a ſpiritual [g- 
norance, and under the Government of their Lults, are broke of their 
Barbarity, loos'd from the'ſway of their ſinfal Appetite, and ſhewa the 
Ways of Truth and Sobricty, They are brought from Darkneſs unto 
Light, and the Power of Satan unto God, Acts 26. 18.) In a word, they 
are taught how to live like Reaſonable Creatures, and Chriſtians, and 
quality' d ro become truly ſuch by haying the holy Rules of the Goſpel 
I2y'd before em to walk in, and Godly Principles inſtill'd into em betimes, 
(before the Devil has got Poſſeſſion f wo p! to Seafon their hearts, and 
incline em to Vertue and Goodnefg, *®.$ . 

Thus will theſe poor Children have; e Bounty, that, which 
is ſufficient to render 'em nel” ep nurse ao hereafter: they are thus 


put in a way at leaſt, to have t e thing: neceſſary, their everlatting 
Happineſs fecur?d to em; which,as*tgore than equivalent to all things 
elſe, ſo will it be likely to procure em temporal good things at preſent; 
Chriſt haviog promis'd to them that firſt ſeck the Kingdom of God, and 
his Righteouſueſs, that all theſe things ſpall be added unto them, Mar. 6, 
33. The Pious Education of poor Children, is indeed rhe moſt eff:Qual 
means we can take, to render em eaſy under all that Labour, Hardſhip 
and Neceſſity, they gre born to in this World; out of which then, ( be- 
ſides their other Miſeries) we can't take a more efſectual Courſe to deliver 
em (as I ſhall ſhew anon, hen come to treat of the many happy 
Conſequences and bleſſed Fruits ot this CHarity ) than by providing for 
their lnſtruction in Righteouſneſs. | 

The Communicating to which bleſſed Deſign, is therefore moſt cer- 
rainly the beſt way of doing Good to our poor Neighbour, which can pot- 
fibly be thought on, and which I ſhall make N appear 82 12 the three 


tolloving Conſideiations. 
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1. That this kind of Charity is the beſt in itſelf. | 
II. *Tis of a more laſting Nature than apy other; And 

III. 'Tis more fruitful of Good, im its many happy Conſequences ; not 
only to them that immediately partake thereof, but alſo to all. others 
that have any Relation to em, and indeed the whole Community, 

Firſt then, the Charity now propos'd is the belt in itſelf, of a kind, in 
value far exceeding any other; in that tis 4 doing Good immediately to 
Mens better Parts, their Souls, for the doſs of which (and alas! how 
many of em periſh for want of Knowledge?) all the Good we can do 
em befides, ſhould we give em rhe whole, World, were it in our power, 
would be no gain or recompence to em. And many of theſe precious 
Souls, may we, under God, be Inſtrumental in ſaying by theſe means; as 
St. James ſpeaks, Ch. 5.20. He that converteth a Sinner from the Evil 
of his way, ſhalt ſave a Soul from Death. And now what a glorious and 
happy Action is this? "tis what the Bleſſed Angels, we are told, Heb, t. 
14. are continually imploy'd about. Are they not all Miniſtring Spi- 
rits, ſent forth to Miniſter for them who hall be Heirs of Salvation ? 
Nay tis what God Himſelf, that great Lover of Souls thinks worthy his 
utmoſt Care: and therefore He appeals in his Prophet, Ja. 5. 4. asking 


* whar He could have done more, that he had net done in it: as "tis impoſ- 


ſible ro conceive, what more could be done, after God's having ſent his 
only begorten Son from his Boſom, for this very-pvrpoſez and knowing 
it a matter of ſuch infinite Benefit to his poor diſtreſſed Creatures; this 
Son of God, as gladly undertook to come into the World to ſave Sin- 


vers, as the Father was ready to ſend him; Both were equally cencern'd 
in the Performance. And ſo wonderfully did this bleſſed Son of God exert 


himſelf, as that he gave his Soul a Sacrifice therein. And now that He's 
Triumpliantly return'd through a Field of Blood, and Sufferings to Hea- 
ven, there ſtill to manage the great Cauſe, by his Mediation at God's 
Right-hand: Now, I ſay, God the Holy Spirit, bas undertaken the Grand 
Affair on Earth, and trauſadts it in Chriſt's Abſence; by him Men are 
Janiify'd,: and ſeal d unto the Day of Redemption. 

And now when we fee the whole three Perſons of the God-head, thus 
zealouſly engag'd, in the Matter of converting and ſaving Sinners, can 
we poſſibly doubt of the Excellency. of this Work, or think our poor 
Neighbour can reap a greater Benefit from any other kindneſs we can do 
him? And tis certain we may be kind to him likewiſe, in this Reſpect. 
For tho” the bleſſed Buſineſs of Man's Salvation was firſt began. and is ftill 
chiefly carry d on and effe ed by the Divine Power and Efficacy of Heaven, 


Pet God is pleas'd to admit and indeed require Man's help therein. We 


are therefore to proveke one another to Love and to good Works, and to 


ediſj one and ther in the Faith. So that 'tis certain we may, and ought 


to act under God as his Inſtruments in this Work, and ftrive all we can, 
by his direction and aſſiſtance to bring many unto Righteouſneſs. And cer- 
raioly we ſhould be as ready ſo to do, as God is ro require it of us, had we 
but any Bowels of Mercy, any . tenderneſs and compaſſion for our poor 
87 60 1701 BE Neigh+ 


(6) 
Neighhour, when we fee him ſinking, and about to be loſt and undone for 
ever in endleſs Miſery : out of which, when once he is plung'd therein, 
there is no hopes of a Deliverance for Him ; and therefore his Soul more 
earneſtly calls for your preſent Aſſiſtance, than the Body under the ſevereſſ 
Waats and Afflictions can do: You had much better permit This to ſuf- 
ter the extreameſt Neceſſit ies, than That ro want your ſaving help, be- 
eauſe the Afflictious of the one are but light and for a moment, in com- 
pariſon to what Eternity of Wo the other malt endure in Hell, Suffer 
your poor Neighbour then in his Body (if you can be fo hard-hearted ) 
to go hungry, and thirſty, and cold and naked; but (if you have any 
heart at all ) let not his Soul remain Wretched, and Miſerable, and Poor, 
and Blind, and Naked ; his outward Man had much better ſtarve, than 
the inward periſh, for want of that Spiritual Food, which will not only 
preſerve it from Death, but nouriſh it up to eternal Life; which would 
render it as infinitely happy, as the lack of it would make it miſerable. 
Since Wwe have it thus in our power then, to purchaſe for our poor 
Neighour a Pearl of ſo great Price, we ought moſt certainly to ſpare all 
we can towards it. And let us conſider what Unfaithful Stewards of 
thoſc Riches, put into our hands by God to benefit our Neighbours with, 
( and indeed we are no more than Stewards of em, to this end) ſhall we 
be reckon'd at laſt,if we refuſe to lay em out fo profitably for our Neigh- 
bour's Zood. What will it ſignify, tho' we ſhould do never ſo much for 
him otherways, and negle& his Welfare in this? Nay ſhould we ſtrip 
our ſelves of every thing, and give all our Goods to feed the Bodies of rhe 
Poor; yet without this Charity to their Souls, we ihould, I fear ar laſt, 
Hardly be found faithful, in that we have by this means done em but lit- 
tle Good, in compariſon of what we might otherwiſe have done for em; 
ſo very little, that in truth, being lay d is the Ballance with that one 
t hing neceſſary they want, will amount to juſt nothing at all. Nay by 
thus IIl-husbanding and imprudeatly managing our poor Neighbour's 
Rock, that lies in our hands (for ſuch we may call that Part of our 
Wealth we can ſpare him, the ſuperfluities of our Goods) we may hinder 
him tram making that good uſe of it, perhaps, were it at his own dif 
poſal, he would put it to, and do him a great diskindneſs, and work him 
an irreparable Injury thereby; for which all our other Beuntics and Ser - 
vices, be they never fo great, will be ao manner of ny 
Ad that which particularly recommends the Charity of our preſent 
Undertaking, is, that tis ſo welt ſuited to the great Purpoſe of ſaving 
Souls, being well timed thereunto, by an early Application to People's 
tender years, taking em when they are reachable, and yielding to any 
thing for their good, when they are eaſily wrought upon and form d to 
Holineſs : whereas when chey are grown up, and have got habiss of ſin- 
ing. they become harden'd in their: Wickedneſs; and would we never fo 
tain, perhaps we could not reclaim em. 
If we have any Regard then for our poor Neighbour's eternal Welfare, 
and would preſerve him from periſhing everlaſtingly, let us now —y 
| | | contribute 
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contribute towards it, when we are fo likely to ſuccecd in doing him 
ſo much good, and all our Endeayours promiſe ſo fair an Iſſue. 

What mighty Motives have you then from hence to this bleſſed Work? 
The tender Underſtandings of poor Children call upon you, to be preſervd 
from that Darkneſs and Error, wherein they are about to be ihyolv'd and 
loſt for ever; and, which is ſtil] more moving, their t.cble Innocence cries 


; out for Protection and Help againſt thoſe Aſſaults that are making againſt 


it, by tho Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; and can we be deaf ro ſuch im- 
porrunitics ? We may with much more pity ſuffer a poor undcſerving 
Wretch to be dragg'd about, and miſerably tortur'd with corporal P uniſh- 
ment, when "ris in our power to reſcue him, than permit an h-lpleſs Soul to 
fall into the Devil's hands, to be led Captive by him at hu Will, 

This then is the Scaſon of poor Children's Inſtruction; this is the Day 
of their Salvation ; train em up now in the way that they ſhould go, 
and when they are old, they will not depart from it, Do but aſſiſt em 
now, and in all likely hood they are made for ever: what you give em of 
your Bounty this way, they'll be apt to retain, and make moſt fruittul of 
Good to em. Therefore 

zly, The Benefit of this ſort of Charity is moſt laſting, The Good of 
it uſually remains with thoſe that partake thereof, The Food we adminiſter 
to our poor Neighbour's Soul, is not like that meat which periſbet h, 
(as our Saviour ſpeaks ) we give his Body, Again, as Cniilt argues with 
the Woman of Samaria, John 4. 19. from this Fountain of our Charity, 
our poor Neighbour has living Water ; and whoſoever drinketh thereof, 
ſpall never thirſt , but the Water we thus give him, ſhall be in him 
a Wall of Water, ſpringing up «nto Eternal Life, The Raiment we 
thus cluath a naked Soul with, is not apt to wear out, but is rather 
ever renewing and growing brighter, the older a Man grows ; and be- 
comes a greater Ornament to him, by decking him in 4 meek and 
quiet Spirit, than it we ({trip'd off our own Jewels and put em on him, 
Ina word, theſe foot of Riches are not fo eafily ſquander'd away, as o- 
thers, and they are a Poſſeſſion Mea will delight to keep, finamng em to 
be the only true Riches, that will laſt when the faſbion of this World ſhalt 
be paſt away ; and then indeed, are they of moſt benefit to our poor Bre- 
thren, purchafing for cm an Eternal Inheritance. So that the Good we 
do our Neighbour, by theſe Means, is perpetual; it follows him even into 
the other World, and is there of molt incitimable Beneſit to him. This 
is a particular Piece of Charity therefore, that wever faileth, as the A- 
poſtie ſpeaks of the Grace in general. And who then that has but the 
leaft fpark of Mercy in him, would not delight ro communicate this way: 
Such a doing Good, now propos d, is 4 Sacrifice, that muſt needs be well 
pleafing to our ſelves, as well as God, for it can't but be a great tatisfacti- 
on to us, to fee our little Bounty thus take root, and grow up and ſprea d; 
to behold our Temporal periſhing things thus ſpiritualize and become 
Immortal, What meer Dung (as the Apoltle reckon'd all things here, 
Phil. 3. $.) is that Money lock d up in our Cheſts, in computing. on 

| | A 4 what 


(8) 
what we ſcatter abroad in ſo fruit ful a field of Charity, as this before ug 
appears to be. And certainly that Man who refuſes, (if he be any ways 
able) to contribute ſomething hereunto. muſt be a moſt infatuated Mi- 
ſer, one ſortiſhly ſtupid to any ſence of Goodneſs, in whoſe dark ſor- 
did Soul the leaſt Gleam of Mercy never yet ſhone, But yon may farther 
ſee the durableneſs of this fort of Charity, from the fruitfulneſs of it, 
which is the 3d Particular of its Benefit, containing the many happy 
Contequences thereof, ro the whole Community, as well as the imme- 
diate Receiver: of our Bounty. 

Now having done good to the Soul of our poor Neighbour, by ſtoring 
it with Religious Principles, and endowing it with Vertuous Habits; the 
general Conſequence of all this is like to be, that he'll live accordingly 3 
which good life is fruitful of many happy Conſequences , that reach 
both ro his Temporal as well as Spiritual Welfare, and not only to his 
own, but all others; they that are related to him, and live ncar him, 
will be better'd thereby; whilſt he becomes a careful Parent of his Fa- 
mily, a good and peaceable Member of the Commonwealth; in a word, 
one diligent to diſcharge his Duty in all Reſpeds, which he is taught 
and inclin'd to do, by being ſhewn ir, and train'd up to it betimes in a 
Religious Education; by which means Men are engag'd to live well here, 
on account of the eternal Rewards of another Life for their Pains ; and 
theſe, if any thing, will certainly work upon 'em. 

Now a poor Neighbour thus Religionſly brought up and taught his 
Duty, will be apt to follow the Apoſtle's Advice, 1 Theſſ. 4-11, And Study 
to be quiet and do his own, Buſineſs, and work with hu hands, as he finds 
himſelf commanded by God, whom he has learnt from his Childhood to 
reverence and obey, rather than Man, He'll be therefore inclin'd to be 
content with his Condition, to bear his Poverty patiently, till God's 
Providence ſhall ſee fit ro give him a releaſe out of it; ſo that he's never 
given to take any idle, evil, or looſe Courſes to ſupport or advance him- 
lelf either by begging, ſtealing, cheating, or plundering ; in God u his 
rruſt, and an humble Honeſty; and careful Induſtry the means he uſes to 
live by, So that he's obedient to them that are his Maſters according to 
the fleſh, with fear and trembling, in ſingleneſs of heart, as unto Chrift ; 
wot with Eye-ſervice,as Men-pleaſers, but as the Servants of Chriſt, do- 
ang the Will of God from the heart, with good will doing ſervice as 10 
the Lord, and not to Men, Eph.6. 5,6, &c. 

Now what an happy Courſe is this, to a poor Man, that's put into it? 
How ſecure is he like to be from all that extreme Poverty and Shame, 
thoſe Hardſhips and Sorrows that attend a licentions, idle, vagrant way 
of living, whercin Men arc tempted to all manner of Villany, and ready to 
execute whatever the Devil, and their own Wants put them upon, and ſo 
bring themſelves to deſtruction both of Body and Soul, which is the fad 
Caſe of roo many poor Wretches amongſt us, for want of their being 
brought up in the fear of God, and taught at firſt how they ought to be- 


have themſelves towards all Men, before they are over-run with the Cor- 
| ruption 
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ruption of their Nature, and poiſon'd with Vice; after which we mult ex 
pect little good of em: But under the Influence of thoſe religious Prin- 
ciples he has been ſeaſon'd with in his Childhood, many a poor Man has 
*liv'd with more Credit and Satisfaction at leaſt, thin others have donc, 
tho they were mighty wealthy: nay it often happens, that ſach an one, 
„either in himſelf, or Poſterity, becomes advanc'd above his Rich Neigh- 
bours, by that God who is careful to reward all his faithful Servants, And, 
as the Plalmiſt ſays, , 113. 8. Raiſeth up the Poor out of the Duſt, and 
lifteth the needy out of the Dunghil,that he may ſet him with the Princes, 
even with the Princes of his People, And what an happy Effect is this 
> _ of our Charity, which not only relieves our poor Neighbour's Wants, but 
3 by God's Bleſſing and his own induſtry, renders him able to ſuccour o- 
1 
$ 


thers ? It ſhews it to be like the Widow's Cruiſe of Ol, that fail'd not; 
We ſee no end of its fruit fulneſs, it long ſurvives the Donors, and embalms 
„their Memory when they are dead, flouriſhing in the Poſterity of thoſe 
that havereceiv'd it. For a poor Child religiouſly brought up by dur Cha- 
„ rity, will, when he comes to have Children himfclt; be like to train them 
r up in the ſame way, and perhaps withour our farther Communicating 
a thereunto: his titherly tenderneſs and affection for his Child, will per- 
ſuade him to endeayour to leave him that ſtock of Grace, he has himſelf 
d ſound ſo much Benefit from; this hc'il be defirous to gᷣequcath as the moſt 
bleſſed Inheritance of all. And fo by this meaus our Charity diffuſes itſelf, 
is and deſcends to lateſt Poſterity, in a godly Race of Perions, forung from 
that ſtock we firſt cultivated and improv'd, and made ſo fruit ful of Good, 
Is Baut beſides the great Benefit accruing from this ſort of Charity, ro the 
o Particular Perſons, that partake of it, and allo their Poſterity, to whom 
de Itdeſcends in all the Bleſſings of Peace and Prolperity, by the Care of 
's heir Parents: I fay, befides theſe more private Benefits of this Charity, 
er e Pablick alſo muſt needs be conſiderably advanc'd thereby, in having 
n- ſoch good, orderly, and helpful Members, that are willing, well able, and 
ws Teady to provide tor themſelves, and aſſiſt others. Not co ſay, how bleſſed 
ro the Parents of ſuch Children would likewiſe become, by their knowledge 
te In Righteouſneſs, and thoſe Graces and Vertues ſpringing from it, which 
?; Mult needs one way or other turn to the Parent's advantage as well as 
ſo- The Children's; and this ſhould be a great Encouragement to ſuch Parents 
to to endeavour to ſpare their Children, for this Spiritual Inſtruction, from 
Hat Labour they may perhaps ſome what want em for; it ſhould make 
t? gm double their own diligence, for the fake of ſo much good to themſelves 
apd Children, they are both like to reap from this Matter. 
ay ++ Bur paſling by this, I fay ; the Publick will be mightily advantag'd by 
ro ibis ſort of Charity, When they, on whom the drudgery, and flavery of 
| fo MWStare lies, and by whom all the ſervile Offices (asneceſſary as the higheſt) 
ſad gte to be bora; when theſe, I ſay, willingly yield cheir ſhoulders to the 


ing rden, and eaſe others not ſo fit far it, it can't but be of unſpeakable 
be- od to a Commonwealth. Such ſtanch Subjects are worth all the 
or- ealtu and. Treaſure ct a Nation beſides, aud the waut of em muſt nceds, 
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what we ſcatter abroad in ſo fruit ful a field of Charity, as this before us 
appears to be, And certainly that Man who refuſes, (if he be any ways 
able) to contribute ſomething hereunto, muſt be a moſt infatuated Mi- 
ſer, one ſottiſhly ſtupid to any ſence of Goodneſs, in whoſe dark ſor- 
did Soul the leaſt Gleam of Mercy never yet ſhone, But yon may farther 
ſee the durableneſs of this fort of Charity, from the ſruitfulneſs of it, 
which is the 3d Particular of its Benefit, containing the many happy 
Coniequences thereof, to the whole Community, as well as the imme- 
diate Receiver: of our Bounty. 

Now having done good to the Soul of our poor Neighbour, by ſtoring 
it with Religious Principles, and endowing it with Vertuous Habits; the 
general Conſequence of all this is like ro be, that he'll live accordingly 3 
which good life is fruitful of many happy Conſequences , that reach 
both ro his Temporal as well as Spiritual Welfare, and not only to his 
own, bur all others; they that are related ro him, and live near him, 
will be better'd thereby; whilſt he becomes a careful Parent of his Fa- 
mily, a good and peaceable Member of the Commonwealth; in a word, 
one diligent to diſcharge his Duty in all Reſpeds, which he is taught 
and inclin'd to do, by being ſhewn ir, and train'd up to it betimes in a 
Religious Education; by which means Men are engag'd to live well here, 
on account of the eternal Rewards of another Life for their Pains ; and 
theſe, if any thing, will certainly work upon em. ; 

Now a poor Neighbour thus Religionſly brought up and taught his 
Duty, will be apt to follow the Apoſtle's Advice, 1 Theſf. 4-11, And Study 
to be quiet and do his own, Buſineſs, and work with hu hands, as he finds 
himſclf commanded by God, whom he has learnt from his Childhood to 
reverence and obey, rather than Man, He'll be therefore inclin'd to be 
content with his Condition, to bear his Poverty patiently, till God's 
Providence ſhall ſee fit ro give him a releaſe out of it; fo that he's never 
given to take any idle, evil, or looſe Courſes to ſupport or advance him- 
lelf either by begging, ſtealing, cheat ing, or plundcring ; in God u his 
truſt, and an humble Honeſty; and careful Induſtry the means he uſes to 
live by, So that he's obedient to them that are his Maſters according to 
the fleſh, with fear andtrembling, in ſingleneſs of heart, as unto Chriſt ; 
not with Eye-ſervice,as Men-pleaſers, but as the Servants of Chriſt, do- 
ing the Will of God from the heart, with good will doing ſervice as 10 
the Lord, and not to Men, Eph.6. 5,6, &c. 

Now what an happy Courſe is this, to a poor Man, that's put into it? 
Ho ſecure is he like to be from all that extreme Poverty and Shame, 
thoſe Hardſhips and Sorrows that attend a licentions, idle, vagrant way 
of living, wherein Men are tempted to all manner of Villany, and ready to 
execute whatever the Devil, and their own Wants put them upon, and to 
bring themſelves to deſtruction both of Body and Soul, which is the fad 
Cafe of too many poor Wretches amongſt us, for want of their being 
brought up in the fear of God, and taught at firſt how they ought to be- 
have themlelves towards all Men, before they are over-run with the Cor- 

ruption 
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ruption of their Nature, and poiſon'd with Vice; after which we muſt cx 

pect little good of em: But under the Influence of thoſe religious Prin- 
ciples he has been ſeaſon' d with in his Childhood, many a poor Man has 
2 liv'd with more Credit and Satisfaction at leaſt, thin others have donc, 
2 tho they were mighty wealthy : nay it often happens, that ſuch an one, 
2 cither in himſelf, or Poſterity, becomes advanc'd above his Rich Neigh- 
2 bours, by that God who is careful to reward all his faithful Servants, And, 
© as the Plalmiſt ſays, F, 113. 8. Raiſeth up the Poor out of the Duſt, and 
* lifecth the needy out of the Dunghil,that he may ſet him with the Princes, 
even with the Princes of his People, And what an happy Effect is this 
| of our Charity, which not only rclicves our poor Neighbonr's Wants, but 
by God's Bleſſing and his own Induſtry, renders him able to ſuccour 0- 
thers ? Ic ſhews it to be like the Widow's Cruiſe of Ol, that fail d not; 
[2 We ſee no end of its fruittulneſs, it long ſurvives the Donors, and embalms 
their Memory when they are dead, flouriſhing in the Poſterity of thoſe 


- 
4 
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| ' that have receiv'd it. For a poor Child religiouſly brought up by our Cha- 
rity, will, when he comes to have Children himſelf, be like to train them 
up in the ſame way, and perhaps withour our farther Communicating 
thereunto: his titherly tenderneſs and affection for his Child, will per- 
ſuade him to endeavour to leave him that ſtock of Grace, he has himſelf 
| found ſo much Benefit from; this he'll be defirous ro Boqueath as the moſt 
1 bleſſed Inheritance of all. And ſo by this meaus our Charity diffuſes itſelf, 
4 and deſcends to lateſt Poſterity, in 3 godly Race of Perſons, ſorung from 
that ſtock we firſt cultivated and improv'd, and made fo fruit ful of Good, 
haut belides the great Benefit accruing trom this ſort of Charity, ro the 
4 particular Perſons, that partake of it, and allo their Poſterity, to whom 
it deſcends in all the Bleſſings of Peace and Proſperity, by tle Care of 
their Parents: I ſay, beſides theſe more private Benefits of this Charity, 
the Publick alſo muſt needs be conſiderably advanc'd thereby, in having 
luch good, orderly, and helpful Members, that are willing, well able, and 
ready to provide tor themſelves, and aſſiſt others. Not to ſay, how bleſſed 
the Parents of ſuch Children would likewiſe become, by their knowledge 
in Righreouſneſs, and choſe Graces and Vertues ſpringing from it, wh:ch 
mult needs one way or other turn to the Parent's advantage as well as 
che Children's; and this ſhould be a great Encouragement to ſuch Parents 
to endeavour to ſpare their Children, for this Spiritual Inſtruction, from 
eat Labour they may perhaps ſomewhar want em for; it ſhould make 
em double their own diligence, for the fake of ſo much good to themſelves 
and Children, they are both like to reap from this Matter. - 
Bur paſſing by this, I ſay ; the Publick will be mightily advantag'd by 
this ſort of Charity, When they, on whom the drudgery, and ſlavery of 
a State lies, and by whom all the ſervile Offices (asneceſſary as the higheſt) 
are to be born; when theſe, I ſay, willingly yield their ſhoulders to the 
Burden, and eaſe others not ſo fit for it, it can't but be of unſpeakable 
good ro a Commonwealth. Such ſtanch Subjects are worth all the 
Wealth and. Treaſure ct a Nation beſides, aud the want of em muſt nceds, 
m 
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in time, prove its Beggary and Ruin, tho' it be never fo great and rich 

otherways. For what Confuſion and Defolation maſt ſoon ſpring from tot 
the lazy Refractorineſs of the Vulgar ſort ( which are by much the greater 3" 
Number) in a State? When theſe are ſtiff-necked,and inſtcad of quie ly la- Co 
bour ing under the Yoke of Subjection grow reſty and ſtubborn; whar muſt bre 
be expected, bur that they'l} foon fly out, and get head, and overturn | Y® 
all things before em. Their Minds being wild and favage, and full of | G0 


untamable Luiſts, we muſt look for their Manners to be ſuch too. The [Ca 
weeding out theſe Luſts then (from whence, as the Apoſtle ſays, come 2 * 
Tre. 


the Wars and Fighting amongſt 14 ) from poor People's Minds, ( which |" 
is moſt effectually done by a Chriſtian Education,) is the beſt ſervice we | 
ein do our Country: this is the readyeit and moſt effectual way for our | 
Prince to have true and farthtul Subjects of em, that will ſubmit 107 ox- | 
ly for Wrath, but alſe for Conſcience ſake ; and by this means allo may we | 
expect to fee em found Members of our Church, ſach as arc in no danger 
of being mifled by the light of Men, and cunniug craftineſs whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive ; theſe Sons of ſpiritual Craft and Deluſion, Factors 
for the Grand Enemy of Souls, wonld find nothing to work upon in a 
well- principl'd Mind, which knows that Chrift is not divided; tis for 
want of a true Spirit of Chriſtiauity that Men fall off from an Orthodox 
Church, as ours is: make a Man then but an honeſt Chriſtian, an Iſrae- 
lite indeed, in whom in no guile, and he'Il ne'er be a Schiſmatick, in hom 
there's little elſe. Hei then dread the making a Rent in Chriſt's Body, 
as a kind of Crucifying his Saviour afreſh, and put ing him to an open 
came. And in vain do we endeavour this Benefit to the Community, both 
in Church and State, meerly by Human Laws, which are very week and how 
thort in their Power, teaching no farther tban outward Circumſtances, imb 
and taking cognizance of nothing but Overt- Acts, but having no Inffuenc | how 
upon the Heart, the ſpring of all Action, which is only regulated and or- Cir 
der'd by Religion; and when once it is ſo in any Man, his whole Life and hel 
practice becomes agreeable to theſe ſtrict Rules of Virtue and Holineſs © 
that are there planted and fixt. No wonder then we read of ſome wiſe T 
Nations, that made the ſober Education of their Youth a Pablick Con- che 
«rn: and to be ſure, the Education of thoſe, whoſe Parents are unable they 
to give em any, ſhould be the partieular Care of the Publick ; the Ho- 2%? 
nour and Safety of a Kindgdom mightily depending thereupon. All Par- 4 
ties are the better fort; the Higher Powers ſhine with the greater luſtre 
and ſecurity in their Spheres, having their Throues advanc'd on the Righ- 
teouſneſs of inferior Orders, who join their hearts as well as hands in 
their fapport; to which even the meaneſt Subject contributes, by an Ho 
neſty, Faithfulneſs, and Careful Diligence in all that concerns him; which 
in return draws dowu the Ruler's Favour and ProteGioa to him, and 
adorns him too with an inward Luſtre, that brightens his outward mean- 
nefs, and renders him as llluſtrious in his Station, as thoſe above him. 
Unſhaken Loyalty in a Subject, being as great a Glory to him, as the Ac 
thority of Governing well is to the Prince: And when both theſe meet 

rogerhe! 


1 

4 together in a Kygdom, it muſt needs be in a moſt flouriſhing Condition, 
and neither ſuffer nor fear that Diſgrace and Ruin which proceed from a 
la- Company of Idle, Looſe, and Vagrant Wretches, that rove up and down, 
aug : breeding Contufion, and daily ſucking out its Blood and Vals. So that 
you ſes our of meer Temporal Benefit to your felves (your own private 
} of | Good being included in the publick ) you that are Rich ought thus to rake 
Care of the Poor, and communicate to their rehyious Education. Do 
a} this Good then, as you'd ſecure your ſelves and the whole Nation, aud 
free your Eſtates from that increafing Burden of Charges, the Diſllute- 
neſs of the Poor are Entailing upon em. | 

And it may well be wonder'd that Men's Eyes are not more open in this 
Reſpect, that they ſhould be fo ſtudious, as generally they are, to keep 
the Poor from becoming troubleſome and chargeable, by other ways, bur. 


| ws neglect this main and moſt effectual one, of teaching em the fear of 
, God, on which the ſucceſs of the reſt plainly depends, and withour 
1 aa : which, all other Methods will be like ro prove in vain ; whereas, together 


with this, they would ſcarce ever miſs of their End: For I appeal to any 
one, whether moſt of that Miſery and Want of the People of this 
Land ( which ſeem to threaten a general Calamity ) is not chiefly and 
fundamentally owing to the degeneracy of their Manners, and looſeneſs of 
BEG their Lives, whereby they are kept from that humble SubjeCtion, and ho- 
neſt Indultry their Condition requires, and ſo turn Vagrant and Sturdy 
Beggars, or are fit for little but to plunder and ſteal, and attempt any Vil- 
h lany they find opportunity for, And on the other hand, is it not viſible, 
and how comfortably, and well, many a ſober, induſtrious Perſon, that has 
ices, imbib'd a ſenſe of his Duty towards God and Man in his tender Years ; 
-nce bow well and comfortably, I fay, ſuch an one lives, under the hardeſt 
| or. | Circumſtances, and by God's blefling on his owa pains, and ſome little 
and belps afforded him, buſtles thro? all his difficulties many times, and be- 
neſß comes Nouriſhing in the World? 

wifel Theſe being evident Truths then, what Care ought to be taken to put 
von.] the Poor in ſuch a Condition as this, ſo fo train em wp in the way that 
able *hey ſhould ga, as to qualify "em to ſubſiſt of rhemſclves, and make their 
Ho- on Fortunes, and fo keep the World from being peſter'd by em. 

Par- And now, how eaſily might all this be done, would People once ſer 
J heartily about it; what a ſmall Charge would fuffice, this way, to make 
the Poor eaſy and ſerviceable in the World, in compariſon of thoſe vaſt 
. © Suns, that are yearly exhauſted other ways in this matter, to little pure 
poſe. A ſhallow Fund, rais d either by Contribution, or kvy d on Eſtates 
in every Pariſh, would be a good beginning towards a Charity-Schook, 
which by the Donations of Pious Perfons in their Lives, or at their Deaths, 
might fo increaſe in time, as to become a ſufficient Supply, not only fos 
the poor Children's Inſtruction, but to cloath em alſo, and provide means 
to ſer em on work, and ſetile em in the World to ſome Trade, or Im- 
ploy ment; which are things farther requiſite to compleat this our Chari- 
able Undertaking, The Benefit of which would be unſpeakable to every 
| Man 
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M:n and the whole Community; which therefore methinks ſhould be a 
ſuſficient Encouragement for ue, freely ro Communicate towards ſetting 
ſuch a good Work on foot. But yet we have a greater Encouragement: 
ft]! behind, ard that is included under the 

II. Second Head of the Text I propos'd to treat of, viz. That with 
fuch Sacriſices God i well pleas d. 

And now, what can we defire more than this, to inflame our Zeal in 
this Matter? What greater Encouragement would we wiſh for, to fer a- 
bout it, than the good pleaſure of God, obtain'd thereby; of that Grear 


God, who imhabiteth Eternity, the Almighty Majeſty of Heaven and Earth ; | 
his Favour methinks we might do any thing to purchaſe, Are we Am. 


birious of being in the good Graces of an earthly Prince or great Man? 
Why here we are ſhew'd how to be well pleaſing to the King ot Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, that high Almighty Sovereign, of whom all the Po- 


tentates on Earth hold their Power and Authority; let us care for little 


elſe then, but how to reconcile him to us, and prove his Favourites; be- 
cauſe, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, Pſ. 63. 3. Ha loving-kinaneſs is better than 


life. And we need not doubt, bur when God is well pleas'd with us, he'll F 


bew 1 a Token for good, as the Plalmilt prays, Pſ. 86. 17. and fo ma- 


nifeſt his kindnels, as to make us reap the Benefit of our doing Good, ac- | 


cording to our Care therein. God's Vavour is not an empty buſineſs, only 


a Feather, cr meer Boaſt of Honour to ns, as that of a Temporal Prince 
often is, but "cis always of real advantage and happineſs, affording a Bleſ- | 


fing both to us and our Poſterity ; a Bleſſing to us both in this World 


and the next. We need not queſtion it, for tis natural to him to be thus | 
diffuſive of himſelf, and benefit his Creatures, that obey his Will ; 7 h 
property always to do Good. God i not unrighteow to forget our Work, 


and Labour of Love, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, When God « well pleas's 
with us, then what may we not hope for from Him? As Moſes ſpeaks to 


this Purpoſe, Deut. 28. 2. or Al theſe Bleſſings ſhall come upon thee ana | * 
overtake thee, if thou ſkalt hearken unto the Voice of the Lord thy God. 


Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the City, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the Field. Bleſ- 


fed ſhall be the fruit of thy Body and the fruit of thy Ground, the fruit of 


thy Cattle. the increaſe of thy Kine, and the flocks of thy Sheep ; bleſſed ſhall 


be thy Basket, ard bleſſed ſhall be thy Store; bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou 


comeſt in, and bleſſed ſhalt t hon be when thou goeſt out: and much more 
to the ſame Purpoſe is related in this Chapter, where we have God's Ble ſ- 
fings promis'd to Obedience in general; and therefore ve may well expect 
'em for this particular Iaſtance thereof, wiz, our Charity. To which, 
in truth, there are the greateſt and moſt numerable Invitations as well as 
Promiſes made in Scripture, much greater and more than there are to any 
other Matter whatever. Bleſſed is he that confidereth. the Poor; the Lord 
will deliver him in time of trouble; the Lord will preſerve him, and keep 
him alive, and he ſpall be bleſſed upon Earth, Pſ. 41.1, 2. And fo cer- 
tain may we beof not loſing our Money laid out this way, that we have 
God our Surety, nay Debtor for the Payment. He that hath pity on the 

Poor, 


ſo wet h bountifully , ſhall reap alſo bountifully. 
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Poor, lendeth to the Lord, and that which he hath given will he pay him 
again, ſays Solomon, Prov. 19. 17. And the Pſalmiſt tells us, /. 37, 26. 
of the Righteous Man, who u ever merciful and lendeth ; that hu Seed is 
bleſſed, and that He himſelf ſhall inherit the Land, and dwell therein for 
ever; his Memory at leaft ſhall never tail, but be ever pretions; after 
He's dead his Name ſhall ſurvive and flouriſh, being in high eſteem with 


all : Surely He ſoall not be removed for ever, the Righteous ſhall be had 


in everlaſting Remembrance, (as the Pſalmilt ſpeaks again, / 112.) 
He hath diſperſed, he hath given to the Poor hi Righteouſneſs endureth for 
ever, his Horn ſtall be exalted with [Inoxr., And the Apoltle tell; us, 


2 Cor. 9. 6. thit God proportions the gleſſing to the Quantity ot our Cha- 


rity, He which ſaveth ſparingly, ſhall reap alſi ſparingly ; and he which 
Which is a mighty Encou- 
ragement for us to do all we can in this Matter, to pinch our ſelves, the 
better to relieve our Neighbour, when his Wants are very prelling, and 
cry aloud for our help, as his Spiritual oncs do; and of this we have an 
Inſtance ia the good Samaritan's Charity to the diſtreſſed Few, Luke 10. 


33. and our Saviour's Command thereupon, to go and do /ihewiſe, 


But the Charitable Man doth not only receive 44 good thinrs in tha 
life; he leaves not his Portion of em who'ly ro his Potterity, but (there 
being enough fur both, for him to leave behind, and carry away too) his 
Good works follow him into the other World, and there obtain che fame 
degree of Mercy for him of God, as hc has ſhewa to his tellow Crcatures: 


ſo that he lays up for kimſelf in ſtare a good foundation againſt this time 
to come; he provides himſelf Bags that wax not old, a Treaſure in the 


Heavens that fails not, Luke 12, 33. And let us hear what Chriſt him- 


felt ſpeaks of this Matter, Matt. 25. 34. Then ſhall the King ſay unto 
them on ha right-hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, receive the King dom 


prepared for you, from the joundation of the World, for I was an hunger 4 

and ya gave me Meat, I was thirſty and ye gave me avink, I was a 
Stranger and ye took me in, naked and ye cloathed ne; cloathed, fed and 
vi ſited me in my poor diftreſſed Members, (as tis interpreted afterwards } 
whom ye reliev'd (ve may ſuppoulc him to ſay, in cafe we do ſo ) by the 
belt ſort of Charity, your Caarity to their poor Souls; therefore now ar 
ye have done, ſo ſhall ye be rewarded, Since ye have been thus wiſe, ye 
ſhall ſhine as the brig htneſs of the Firmament, and having turn'd many 
unto Righteoxſneſs as the ſtars for evermore; As tis laid in the Book: 
of Daniel, Chap. 12. Ver. z. 

This is the Charity, my Brethren, I have been recommending, and theſe 
mult needs be the Rewards of it. All the gracious Promiſes we hear in 
Scripture made to Charity in genera), certainly belong to this in the high- 
elt degree, in as much as tis the moſt excellent Sort of it ; and we may 
therefore aſſure our ſelves God will be belt pleas'd with us for the ſame, 
and recompence us according to our Zeal and Labour therein. Conſider 
then with your ſclves, how much thoſe poor Children, to whole pious Edu- 
cation you have contributed, will prevail with a Rightcous God to favour 

and 
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and proſper you ; you may believe then you hear the Almighty bleſſing 
you, in every good Wiſh they pour out for you, More eſpecially, I 
think, may you expect to find a Bleſſing by theſe means on your Chil- 
dren, whom the Divine Providence ( which uſually ſuirs Rewards to A- 
ions) will be likely to render good and towardly; *cwill bleſs all that's 
done for them, and give their Parents the more Joy and Comfort in em, 
fr that they have eadeavour'd to do the like for other People, And an 
hopeful Child is one of the greateſt worldly Bleſſiags a Man can have, 
and therefore the fitteſt Recompence for the greateſt Charity; ſo that be 
who does the one, will be Iikely alſo to receive the other, as a juſt Return 
for his Actions from God, the punctual Rewarder of Men, who renders 
to every one according to hu deeds, But chiefly conſider what Powerful 
Advocates theſe poor Children will be for you at Chriſt's Tribunal here- 
after, you can't well fail ( unleſs your Lives have been notoriouſly bad o- 
ther ways) thro' their Interoeſſion, and pleading your Good to their Souls, 
and ſhewing thoſe Graces you have adorn'd em with, of obtaining Mercy 
and finding Grace to help in ſuch time of need. | 

Then how triumphantly will you be uſher'd in, and with what confi- 
dence appear before the Judge, amidſt a Company of happy Souls, whom 
you have reſcued from the Devil, and aſfiſted towards their being made 
Heirs with the Saints in Light? Among theſe ſpiritual Soxs and Daugh- 
tere, whom ye have twrrwd unto Glory, you will certainly be adyanc'd 
to reign. for ever (if your lives in other teſpects have been agreeable ) 
in a moſt cxaltcd Stare of Glory. As your Saviour is for the like Exploits 
of doing good to Men's Souls ; and whoever imitates him therein, and fol- 
lows che bleſſed Pattern he has ſet him, carrying oa the happy Work he 
began, and by his Holy Spirit till forwards, and advances him as he pro- 
mis'd to receive to himſelf, a Parraker in the Joys of the Father's King- 
dom. He ſhall receive hkewiſe a Crown of Glory which God the Righteous 
Fudge ſhall give him at the laſt Day, 

Confider now of theſe things, and then plead any Excuſe for refuſing 
your Charity to this our bleſſed Undertaking if you can, and I know but 
of two can well be fram'd againſt it; which, in Concluſion, I ſhall there- 
fore bricfly conſider, and, I hope, fatisfy. 

Now one Scruple may be, that whatever is givea to this Charity, will 
ſignify little, by reaſon of the Negligence of the Children's Inſtructors. 
It mult be confeſs d indeed, that too many, who undertake this Buſineſs, 
do not well conſider of, and perform the Task as they ſhould do. But 
this in our Caſe may be prevented by a prudent Choice of a fir Perſon, ap- 
prov'd of by All, as alſo by a conſtant Inſpection into his Care and Ma- 
nagement of the Affair, together with a frequent Examination of the Chil- 
dren's Proficiency, ( which Province I ſhall particularly take vpon my 
ſelf as agreeable to mine Office, and I promiſe with all faithfulneſs to dil- 
charge it;) ſo that I hope this Scruple is vaniſh'd, 


But ſome will farther pretend perhaps, that little good will come of 


this Project, after all the Pains and Care taken in it; for it may be ſaid 
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( by them, who are ready to ſay any thing againſt Charity, ) that the 
Children will ſoon loſe all their good Inſtruction again, if ever they had 
any, when once they come to be let looſe in the World, and run among 
Idle, wicked Companions ; the Devil will then ſoon catch away the good 
Seed ſowu in theirs hearts, and plant his Tares in the room of it. So that 
this Charity will bur be the keeping poor Children from Corruption for 
a little while, and preventing their Ruin coming ſooner than ordinary, 
may ſome ay. But however, tis ſome kindneſs to keep *em from theſe 
Evils, if it be but a little while : and a part of their Lives ſpent in Good- 
neſs is better than the whole of em begun and ended in W ickednc(s, And 
how can we tell, but while the Children are under this holy Courſe of 
Diſcipline, they may become ſo ſcaſon'd by it, as to preſerve a ſence of 
that Godlineſs, they are taught, ever after; what People learn in their 
tender years, being apt to remain, and grow up with em: and then if 
we would judge on the Charitable ſide, as we ought to do, we ſhould ra- 
ther determine, that All the Idle, looſe Companions thele Children meet 
with, will be reclaim'd, and better'd by em, at leaſt kept from growing 
worſe, being won by the godly Converſation of their Equals ( 2 farther 
Benefit of this Charity not to be forgatren.) 

But if this Scruple be of any weight with us, and made in good earneſt, 
it ſhould not incline us ro ſhorten our Charity, but rather ſtir us up to 
enlarge, and extend it, ſo as to be ſufficient to take in all the poor Chil- 
dren in the Neighbaurhood, and put em under holy Inſtruction, and keep 
em there for ſome conſiderable time; that ſo they may be well grounded 
and cſtabliſh'd in Religious Principles, and find no idle, looſe Companis 
ons, able to corrupt em, whea they get abroad. 

But however, even of thoſe few poor Children ( if indeed they be but a 
few) we thus take care of, we may haps ſame ar leaſt will remain, by the 
Grace of God, as good as they have been taught to be: and tis a glori- 
ous matter to ſave but a ſingle Soul from death ; he that does it, the Scrip- 
ture ſays, c hide 4 multitude of Sint. And I think we need nor de- 
ſpair of ſeeing moſt of thoſe Poor, we breed up in this holy Inſtruction, 
one time or other ſhew ſome gaod Effects of their Education, tho not 
preſently perhaps, whilſt the heat and folly of Vouth is ſtrong in em: but 
when theſe abate, and they came coally to reflect with themſelves, and 
let the good Principles (they have had formerly inſtill'd into em, and 
which will hardly be ever quite rooted out) to grow and ripen in their 
Minds, they may become good Chriſtians at laſt. And the Wiſe-Man ſeems 
to hint as much, when he ſays, Train up 4 Child in the way that he 
ſhould go, and when he t old he will not depart from it. 

At leaſt let us conſider how monſtrouſly wicked, and irreclaimably fo, 
would the ſame Perſons have been, if ſuffer'd, without any controul, al- 
moſt as ſoox as born 20 go aſtray and ſpeak lies, as the Plalmilt ſays of em. 
What wild Licentiouſneſs and flagrant Profaneneſs would reign and rage 
every-whcre,2nd conſequently what Confafion and Deſolation would thence 


proceed, were all the poor Children in the Kingdom left undiſeiplin' d in 
. Religion ? 
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Rel:gion ? But God be thank'd, there's a ſtop put to this in many places i 


of this Nation, where well - diſpos'd Perſons have aſſociated together, and 
largely communicated towards ſetting up Charity-Schools , dreg ding 
the fatal Conſequences, and indeed already ſeeing em in a great meaſure 
abroad, from the Licentiouſneſs of a wicked Poor, And let us now, my 
Brethren, of this Place, cheerfully imitate em herein, without any ſcruple, 
leaving the ſucceſs of all to God, on whoſe Bleſſing indeed we muſt depend 
for the good Event of every thing we do, we can but uſe the molt likely 
means; the beſt and wiſeſt of us have no farther Power to bring any 
thing about; Paul only Plants, and Apollos Waters, but God gives the 
Increaſe, And this is our Comfort and Encouragement in the Work before 
vs, that whatever becomes of it, as to others Benefit, we may be aſſur' d our 
ſelves not to loſe the Reward of our Pains in it. God wil! not be ſo un- 
righteo us as to forget us for em; but will be well plea;'d with us : we 
ſhall do that hereby, which will be very effectual to the ſaving our own 
Souls, ( the only happineſs we ſhould much defire and be careful after) 
having done the belt we could to promote the Salvation of others! 

Tone Afﬀararce of which ought to drive away all Pretences that may 
keep us from putting our Hands and Hearts to the preſent Undertaking : 
"There remains nothing then to hinder us; let us fully reſolve to do all we 
run to promote it; let us cheerfully begin it, and as freely and reſolutely 
cu ry it oa, and continue our Charity once ſubſcribd: Otherwiſe twill be 
but to little purpoſe to ſubſcribe it at all, and we ſhall incurr the Reproach 
of that fool:/þ Builder, whom all will cenſure, for beginning to build, 
and nat being able, at leaſt willing, ( which is the greater ſhame of the 
two in our Caſe ) 10 finiſh. Having once then put our hand to the ploug h, 
let us not think of looking back. Having begun in the Spirit, let us not 
end in the Fleſh. Let us not be weary of well-doing, for in due tinie we 
ball reap if we faint not. 

I sonclude All with St. Paul's Charge to Timothy, 1 Ep. Chap, 6, Ver, 
17, 18, which I take to my ſelf, and as a Miniſter alſo of Chriſt accor- 
ding to mine Office; I charge them that are rich in thu World, that 
: hey be not high minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us wy all things to enjoy. That they do good, that 
they be rich in good Wor 


— 


5, ready to diftribute, willing to communicate, 


laying up in ſtore a good foundation againſt the time to come, that they 


may lay hold on Eternal Life], YC 38 


1 I. 


| 


